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DIRECTIONS 
 

 
 

LEFT SINISTRA RIGHT DESTRA STRAIGHT ON DRITTO 
 
 

how far is it? 
Where is the  ? 

 
TURN LEFT GIRARE A SINISTRA 
GO STRAIGHT ON 

quanto dista? 
Dov’è? 
 
TURN RIGHT GIRARE A DESTRA 
ANDARE DRITTO 

 
FRASE SIGNIFICATO NOTE 
Excuse me, where’s the [station], 
please? 

Mi scusi, dove è la stazione 
per favore? 

Si noti l’uso di “Excuse me” per attirare 
l’attenzione 

Excuse me, is there a [pub] near 
here? 

Mi scusi, c’è un pub nelle 
vicinanze? 

 

Excuse me, where’s the nearest 
[pub]? 

Mi scusi, dov’è il pub più 
vicino? 

 

Excuse me, can/could you tell me 
the way to the [station]? 

Mi scusi mi può/potrebbe 
dire la strada per la 
stazione? 

 

Excuse me, how do/can I get to the 
[station]? 

Mi scusi, come ci arrivo 
alla stazione? 

 

Turn right/left (into [Gin Street] Giri a destra/sinistra in Gin 
Street 

 

Take the first/second… (turning) 
on the right/left 

Prenda la prima/seconda 
(strada) a destra/sinistra 

 

Go straight on/ahead (as far as 
[the traffic light]) 

Vada a diritto fino al 
semaforo 

“Go straight on/ahead” non può essere 
seguito direttamente dal nome della 
strada, come, ad es., “Go straight on 
Gin Street” 

Go/Walk down/along this/[Gin] 
street ahead (as far as [the traffic 
light]) 

Prosegua / Continui a 
camminare per questa 
strada/Gin street fino al 
semaforo 

 

Cross Gin street Attraversi Gin Street  
Go past the [theatre] Oltrepassi il teatro  
The [pub] is at the end/beginning 
of the street on your right/left 

Il pub è alla fine/all’inizio 
della strada sulla sua 
destra/sinistra 

 

The [pub] is halfway down the 
street 

Il pub è a metà della strada  
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PLACES IN THE CITY 

 
 
1.- Write the correct preposition.- (far from - near from - beside - behind - between - across from) 

 
 
 
Where is the police station the bank and the store. 

 
 
Where is the movie theater? The movie theater is the restaurant. 
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Where is the store? The store is the police station. 
 
 
Where is the train station? The train station is  the bank. 

Where is the hospital? The hospital is  the church. 

Where is the school? The school is the drugstore. 

 
 
2.- Choose the correct option from the box.- 

 

 
 
 
The restaurant is between the bank and the hotel. The school is in front of the police station. 

 
 

The supermarket is across from the train station. YOU ARE AT THE X POINT.- 

Follow the directions and write the name of the place inside the box, use the names of the places above. 

Walk straight one block, turn left on Apple Street, it's on the corner of Apple 

 

Street and First Avenue. Walk straight ahead on Second Avenue, turn left on Main Street, 
 
 
walk one block, get to the train station and cross the street. Walk straight, turn left 

 
on Apple Street walk for one block, then turn right and walk one block on First Ave., then turn right 

on Main street. It's next to the the bank . 
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3.- Solve the wordsearch.- There are 15 places. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 
 
In United Kingdom the school is compulsory as in Italy, but children start school when they are five 

and they continue until sixteen. There are public school (scuole private) where the parents must pay 

or private school (scuole statali).  

From 2 (two) to 5 (five) children can attend Nursery School where they play and sing. This school 

is not compulsory as Scuola Materna in Italy. 

From 5 to 11 children must attend Primary School: Primary school is divided in Infant School ( 

from 5 to 7 years) in which children learn reading, writing  and in Junior School (from 7 to 11) 

where children study, English, maths, geography, history, technology, music and art. 

At Secondary school (from 11 to 16 or 18) children study English, maths, science, history, 

geography, music, art, physical education and a foreign language (generally French). They can also 

study extra subjectas like computer, cookery, woodworks. Sport is alsop very important in British 

schools. When the students are sixteen they must take a national examination (GCSE General 

Certificate of Secondary Education) generally in 6 or 7 subjects they chose. The GCSE is the end of 

compulsory education, 

Then children  can stop studying or they can attend two years. It’s important having a GCSE A or B 

level results. Then students can attend University. 

 
FACULTATIVE NURSERY SCHOOL (2-5) SCUOLA MATERNA (3-6) 
COMPULSORY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

INFANT SCHOOOL (5-7) 
JUNIOR SCHOOL (7-11) 

SCUOLA PRIMARIA o 
ELEMENTARE  
(6-11) 

COMPULSORY SECONDARY SCHOOL OR 
COLLEGE (11-16) 

SCUOLA MEDIA (11-14)  

COLLEGE (16-18) SCUOLA SUPERIORE (14-19) 

 UNIVERSITY (18-22) UNIVERSITA’ (19-24)  

 
 
 

Prof. Massimiliano Badiali 
 

 



GRADED EXAMINATIONS IN SPOKEN ENGLISH 
 LEVEL: BEGINNERS  

QUADRO EUROPEO DELLE LINGUE: LIVELLO A1 GRADE 1 
1. What’s your name?                                          My name is/ I am…………………………. 
2. How do you spell your name?                            …………………………………. 
3. What’s your surname?                                     My surname is/It’s……………... 
4. How do you spell your surname?                     ………………………………………………. 
5. What’s your nickname?                                 My nickname is/ It’s…………………………. 
6. How are you?                                                    Fine, thank you. 
7. How old are you?                                              I’m ……. years old. 
8. Where do you come from?                              I’m from Italy. 
9. Where are you from?                                         I am (come)  from……….. 
10. What shape is this?                                          It’s a………………………. 
11. Where do you live?                                             I live in………………….. 
12. What’s your telephone number?                    My telephone number is/ It’s …………… 
13. What’s your favourite colour?                    My favourite colour is/ It’s …………………… 
14. What colour is your T-Shirt (blouse etc)        It’s……………………………………… 
15. What are you wearing?                                    I’m wearing…………………………….. 
16. What day is it on?                                             It’s………………………………….. 
17. What month is it on?                                        It’s…………………………………… 
18. What season is it on?                                        It’s………………………………….. 
19.  Can you touch your nose/mouth/ear/hair/eyes 
20. Stop talking/shut up/be quiet/be silent 
21. Can I go to the toilet, please?                           Yes, you can or No, you can’t 
22. Are you…..?                                                       Yes, I am……/No, I am not   
23.  What colour is that (this)?                               It’s…………………. 
24. What’s your favourite food?                       My favourite food is/ It’s ……………………… 
25. What’s your favourite drink?                   My favourite drink is/ It’s ……………………… 
26. What’s your favourite animal?                     My favourite animal is/ It’s ………………….. 
27.  What’s your favourite school subject?     My favourite school subject is/ It’s …………… 
28. When is the English lesson?                It’s on ________at __________ , on   
  ____________ at__________________ and on    ____________ at__________________ 
29. What school subjects do you like?                               I like……………………………….. 
30. What subjects do you study at school?             I study Italian, English, Maths…… 
31. What’s the weather like?               It’s cold/hot/sunny/cloudy  oppure It rains o It snows 
32. What’s your mother’s name?                        My mother’s name is/ It’s ………………….. 
33. What’s your father’s name?                          My father’s name is/ It’s ………………….. 
34. Who’s your best friend?                                           My best friend is……………..   

 
Prof. Massimiliano Badiali Copyright 2001-2012 all right reserved 
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COUNTRIES-NATIONS AND NATIONALITIES 

Country – Paese Adjective Nationality – Nazionalità- Inhabitant 

Denmark 
Danimarca 

Danish Danish 
danese 

Dane 

England 
Inghilterra 

English British / English 
inglese 

Englishman / 
Englishwoman 

Finland 
Finlandia 

Finnish Finnish 
finlandese 

Finn 

Iceland 
Islanda 

Icelandic Icelandic Icelander 

Ireland 
Irlanda 

Irish Irish 
irlandese 

Irishman / Irishwoman 

Northern Ireland 
Irlanda del Nord 

Northern Irish British / Northern Irish 
irlandese del nord 

Northern Irishman / 
Northern Irishwoman 

Norway 
Norvegia 

Norwegian Norwegian 
norvegese 

Norwegian 

Scotland 
Scozia 

Scottish British / Scottish 
scozzese 

Scot / Scotsman / 
Scotswoman 

Sweden 
Svezia 

Swedish Swedish 
svedese 

Swede 

United Kingdom (spesso 
abbreviato in UK) 
Regno Unito 

British British Briton 
(rarely used in 
conversation) 

Wales 
Galles 

Welsh British / Welsh 
gallese 

Welshman / Welshwoman 

Austria 
Austria 

Austrian Austrian 
austriaco 

Austrian 

Belgium 
Belgio 

Belgian Belgian 
belga 

Belgian 

France 
Francia 

French French 
francese 

Frenchman / 
Frenchwoman 

Germany 
Germania 

German German 
tedesco 

German 

Netherlands 
Paesi bassi (Olanda) 

Dutch Dutch 
olandese 

Dutchman / Dutchwoman 

Switzerland 
Svizzera 

Swiss Swiss 
svizzero 

Swiss 

Albania 
Albania 

Albanian Albanian Albanian 

Croatia 
Croazia 

Croatian Croatian Croatian 

Greece 
Grecia 

Greek Greek 
greco 

Greek 

Italy 
Italia 

Italian Italian 
italiano 

Italian 

Portugal 
Portogallo 

Portuguese Portuguese 
portoghese 

Portuguese 

Spain 
Spagna 

Spanish Spanish 
spagnolo 

Spaniard 

Bulgaria Bulgarian Bulgarian Bulgarian 
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Czech Republic 
Repubblica Ceca 

Czech Czech 
ceco 

Czech 

Hungary 
Ungheria 

Hungarian Hungarian 
ungherese 

Hungarian 

Poland 
Polonia 

Polish Polish 
polacco 

Pole 

Romania 
Romania 

Romanian Romanian Romanian 

Russia 
Russia 

Russian Russian 
russo 

Russian 

Canada 
Canada 

Canadian Canadian 
candese 

Canadian 

Mexico 
Messico 

Mexican Mexican 
messicano 

Mexican 

United States (spesso 
abbreviati in US o USA) 
Stati Uniti 

American American 
americano 

American 

Argentina 
Argentina 

Argentine / Argentinian Argentine / Argentinian 
argentino 

Argentine / Argentinian 

Brazil 
Brasile 

Brazilian Brazilian 
brasiliano 

Brazilian 

Turkey 
Turchia 

Turkish Turkish 
turco 

Turk 

India 
India 

Indian Indian 
indiano 

Indian 

China 
Cina 

Chinese Chinese 
cinese 

Chinese 

Japan 
Giappone 

Japanese Japanese 
giapposese 

Japanese 

Philippines 
Filippine 

Filipino Filipino Filipino 

Australia 
Australia 

Australian Australian 
australiano 

Australian 

New Zealand 
Nuova Zelanda 

New Zealand New Zealand 
neozelandese 

New Zealander 
neozelandese 

Algeria 
Algeria 

Algerian Algerian Algerian 

Egypt 
Egitto 

Egyptian Egyptian 
egiziano 

Egyptian 

Libya 
Libia 

Libyan Libyan Libyan 

Morocco 
Marocco 

Moroccan Moroccan Moroccan 

Tunisia 
Tunisia 

Tunisian Tunisian Tunisian 

 
Ethiopia 
Etiopia 

Ethiopian Ethiopian Ethiopian 

South Africa 
Sudafrica 

South African South African 
sudafricano 

South African 
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Opposites - Adjectives  

Adjectives Opposites 

alive dead 

beautiful ugly 

big small 

bitter sweet 

cheap expensive 

clean dirty 

curly straight 

difficult easy 

good bad 

early late 

fat thin 

full empty 

hot cold 

happy sad/unhappy 

hardworking lazy 

modern traditional 

new old 

nice nasty 

intelligent stupid 

interesting boring 

light heavy 

polite rude/impolite 

poor rich 

quiet noisy 

right wrong 

safe dangerous 

short long 

small big 

soft hard 

single married 

true false 

white black 
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FEELINGS AND SENSATIONS 
amore love EXERCISE 1: Fill in the blank with the correct 

option.  
The choices are sleepy, sad, silly, happy, angry, 
embarassed, upset 

People often smile when they are . 

People often cry when they are . 

People often yawn when they are . 

People often blush when they are . 

People often frown when they are . 

People often make funny faces when they are . 

People often shake their fists when they are 
. 
EXERCISE 2: Can you tell which feelings are 
expressed by these faces? 

 

 

 
 

 
SENSATIONS 
I’m cold /warm / hot. Ho freddo / caldo / molto 
caldo. 
I’m hungry / thirsty / sleepy. Ho fame / sete / 
sonno. 
I’m afraid / ashamed. Ho paura / vergogna. 
You’re right / wrong. Hai ragione / torto. 
He’s in a hurry. Ha fretta. 

 

amare to love 
innamorarsi to fall in love 

odio 
hate  

 
odiare to hate 
simpatia liking 
Antipatia 
Felice  

Dislike 
Happy /glad 

triste Sad 
pianto crying 
piangere to cry 
riso laugh 
ridere to laugh 
sorridere to smile 
allegro Cheerful/gay 
passione passion 
appassionato impassioned 
sentimento feeling 
sentire to feel 
sentimentale sentimental 
senso sense 
sensibile sensitive 
tranquillizzarsi to feel easy 
resistere to resist 
arrabbiarsi to get angry 
preoccuparsi to worry 
preoccupazione worry 
ansioso anxious  
ansia anxiety 
disperarsi to despair 
disperazione desperation 
gioia joy 
speranza hope 
desiderio desire 
rispetto respect 
commozione emotion 
ammirazione admiration 
rimpianto regret 
astio resentment 
gelosia jealousy 
compassione compassion 
pietà pity 
vergogna blame, shame 
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EXERCISE 3: How are these people feeling? 

Tony's soccer team lost the final game. He is very  

Lisa does not know what to do. She is really  

When Mary saw her ex-boyfriend with another girl, she became  

Maureen did not study for her exam and is very  

Lucy does not understand the instructions. She is quite  

Dad caught a large fish. He is really  

The two friends were of the haunted house.  
 
EXERCISE 4:  

    1           
               

2        3       
 4              
   5            
     6          
          8     
   7            
               

9               
               
               
               
               
               

 

DOWN 

1. It's Bobby's birthday! He is _____. 
3. Lisa has a new pink bike. Her neighbour is 
_____. 
4.Tom did not study for his Math exam. He is 
_____. 
6. Someone stole Mark's lunch money! He is 
_____.  
8. Tina's hamster died. She is _____. 
ACROSS 
2. Diego and Alan are watching a horror movie. 
They are ____. 
5. Pedro won the first prize in the Poetry contest. 
He is filled with _____. 
7. The twins are going to Disneyworld next summer. 
They are _____. 
9. Tom accidentaly broke his friend's new toy. He is 
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How much?  
"How much" d’altro canto, puoi tradurlo in Italiano con "Quanto". Questa domanda é sempre usata, quando la 

quantità non può essere misurata esattamente o rappresentata tramite un numero. Puoi rispondere per esempio 
con: "not so much" o "three tea spoons".  

How much time is there? Quanto tempo é? 

How much water are you drinking? Quanta acqua stai bevendo? 

PRICE-PREZZO 
How much does it cost? How much is it? How much? 

quanto costa?  

Si risponde con                                     It costs /It is_____________ 

Ex 10,60 It’s ten euro sixty 

 Euro si dice iuro, i centesimi cent (sent) 

Euro is the official coin in Northern Ireland 

IN EURO  3,50_________________________ 10,45_________________100____________ 

 Sterlina si dice pound (paund) i centesimi si dicono pence 1 cent. penny 

Pound is the official coin in United Kingdom  

IN POUND  2,30_________________________ 20,35_________________12,01____________ 

Dollaro si dice dollar i centesimi cent 

Dollar is the official coin in United States of America 

IN DOLLAR  23,70_______________________50,15_________________45,60____________ 

 (prezzo) cost, price; 
(per un servizio) fee, charge; 
(spesa) cost, expense; 
a prezzo di ~ [vendere] at cost (price); 
a basso ~ [vendere, comprare] on the cheap; 
[film, produzione] low-budget, low-cost; 
sotto ~ [vendere, comprare] below cost, under price 

http://it.bab.la/dizionario/italiano-inglese/quanto-costa
http://www.psdgraphics.com/graphics/gold-euro-symbol/
http://www.psdgraphics.com/3d/gold-pound-symbol/
http://www.bravestar.tv/flashback-friday-lady-stush-dollar-sign/dollar-symbol
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Scrivere e-mail e lettere 

Writing an email - Scrivere una email 

Le email, sia per affari o ragioni di socialità, sono di solito scritte in uno stile più informale rispetto alle 
lettere. Dovreste sempre scrivere il Soggetto della email, il quale dovrebbe riassumere lo scopo della email 
in poche parole. Le formule per iniziare una email d'affari variano, ciononostante è abbastanza comune 
usare il nome di battesimo del destinatario se lo si conosce. 
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LETTER 

Arezzo, the 2nd of July 
Dear  

(nome del corrispondente) 
 

Name My name is………. 
Age I am…….years old 
Nationality I am ………… 
City I live in…....., in Tuscany. Tuscany is a fantastic region in Italy, where you can find a lot 

of monuments in Florence, Siena, Pisa and Arezzo 
Address My address is ….., …………street in ……… Italy 
Physical 
description  

I am …….(tall/medium height/short) I am …………. (thin, pumped, fat) I have   I have 
___________eyes   I have _________  _________ _______ hair 

Birthday My birthday is the …..……of …. 
I was born the …..……of …. 199 

 Zodiacs My Zodiac sign is the……… 
Behaviour  I am………………………… 
Family I live with my family. My family is made up by father____________, by my 

mother__________, my brother_  ____________,     my sister___________________.  
Parents’ jobs My father’s job is………… My mother’s job is………… 
Animals Yes I have an animal ……………………   No, I have not. It is a ___________ it is------------

(colour) 
Music My favourite musical instrument is……. 

I play …………………. 
Home There are one kitchen,……bedrooms,                                                                                                             

,,bathroom 
School I attend a Plumper Training Course. My favourite subjects are /my favourite subject 

is…………………. 
Hobbies My hobbies are………………… 
Sport My favourite sport is………………….. I practice it once7twice/three times____________ 

a week/a month. 
Dream My dream is…………………….. 
English The subject I prefer in English Civilization is……………………because it is very interesting. 
Your name (tuo nome) 
N. B. Write me soon!  

 

Ecco alcune maniere tipiche di chiudere una lettera informale: 

Best wishes, Auguri sinceri, 

Kind regards, Cordiali saluti, 

Se scrivete a un parente, partner o a un caro amico, potete chiudere in questa maniera: 

Love, Con affetto, 

Finire la lettera firmando con il vostro nome. 

 



12 
 

EXAMPLE 

Dear new friend, 

Hi, I’m Giuseppe, and I’m eleven years old. I’m Italian, and I come from San Giovanni Valdarno, in Tuscany. I’ve 
got two brothers. My mum’s name is Santina, she is a housewife. My father’s name is Amedeo, he is a 
greengrocer. I go to the Enrico Fermi Secondary School. I like this school. And my favourite subject is  Maths. I 
like meeting new friends! I look for a new penfriend! Thank you.     Bye! 

Giuseppe 

Dear Giuseppe, 

My name is Alessandra ChiXXX and this is my website. I'm Italian. I'm from Padua – it's a big city in the north-east of 
Italy. My address is 2, XXX Street. I love Padua. I think it's a beautiful city. This is a photo of me in Prato Della Valle, 
a park in the city centre. I'm twelve years old and I'm at Aldo Moro Middle School. My school is OK. The teachers are 
nice. I'm in class 1D. My interests are music and sport. I love Federica Pellegrini. My favourite volleyball team is Mizar. 
I'm in the Mizar team. Bye 

Yours 

Alessandra 

Writing a formal letter - Scrivere una lettera formale 

Se conoscete il nome della persona a cui state scrivendo, iniziate la lettera usando Dear Mr (per un uomo), 
Dear Mrs (per una donna sposata), Dear Miss (per una donna non sposata), o Dear Ms (quando non si 
conosce lo stato civile), seguito dal cognome, ad esempio: 

Dear Mr Smith, Caro Sig. Smith, 

Dear Mrs Jones, Cara Sig.ra Jones, 

Dear Miss Richards, Cara Sig.rina Richards, 

Dear Ms Shepherd, Cara Sig.rina Shepherd, 

Se non conoscete il nome, iniziate con: 

Dear Sir, Caro Signore, 

Dear Madam, Cara Signora, 

Dear Sir or Madam, Caro Signore o Signora, 

Ecco alcuni esempi di cose che potreste vedere in una lettera formale: 

I am writing in reply to your letter of 4 September 
regarding your outstanding invoice. 

Scrivo in risposta a una vostra lettera del 4 
settembre in merito a una vostra fattura in 
sospeso. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS 
The Commonwealth of Nations, normally referred to as the Commonwealth and formerly known 
as the British Commonwealth, is an intergovernmental organisation of 54 independent 
member states, BRITAIN EX COLONIES. The member states cooperate within a framework of 
common values and goals, as outlined in the Singapore Declaration. These include the promotion of 
democracy, human  rights,  good  governance,  the  rule  of  law,  individual  liberty,  egalitarianism,  
free  trade, multilateralism and world peace.[1] The Commonwealth
 is not a political union, but   an intergovernmental 
organisation in which countries with diverse social, political and economic backgrounds are 
regarded as equal in status. The symbol of their free association is the Head of the 

Commonwealth, which is held by Queen   Elizabeth   II. COMMONWEALTH 

REALMS Elizabeth II is also monarch, separately and independently, of 16 
Commonwealth members, which are known as the "Commonwealth realms". 

 
 

A Commonwealth realm is a sovereign state within the Commonwealth of Nations that has Elizabeth 
II as its monarch and head of state. The biggest realms are:  the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, 
Papua New Guinea and Jamaica. 
 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intergovernmental_organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore_Declaration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rule_of_law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Individual_liberty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egalitarianism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_trade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multilateralism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_peace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations#cite_note-Singapore_Declaration_text-0
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_the_Commonwealth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_the_Commonwealth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_realm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papua_New_Guinea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaica
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ENGLISH SPEAKING COUNTRIES 
English, a West Germanic language that is named for its origins as the native tongue of the people of 
England, is the most widely used language in the world . It is the third most commonly spoken 
language in the world in terms of native speakers, after Mandarin Chinese and Spanish.] But it is more 
commonly  used  as  a  second  language  than  any  other  exceeds  those  of  any  other  language. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English is one of the official 
languages  of  the  United  Nations,  European  Union  and  the  International  Olympic  Committee. 
ENGLISH AS FIRST LANGUAGE It is spoken as a first language by a majority of the 
inhabitants of several nations, including the  United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Australia, 
Ireland and New Zealand Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belau, Belize, British 
Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Federation of Micronesia, Grenada, Guam, Guyana, 
Jamaica, Johnston, Montserrat, Northern Marianas, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & 
Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos Islands, and the United States Virgin Islands. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OR SECOND LANGUAGE A number of 
countries  use  English  as  an  official  language  Botswana,  Fiji,  Ghana,  Kenya,  India,  Hong  Kong, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritius, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Rwanda, 
Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Samoa, Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Tanzania, Tonga, 
Uganda, Zimbabwe and Zambia. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Germanic_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandarin_Chinese
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_United_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Olympic_Committee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republic_of_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
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SIMPLE PAST 

Il Simple Past è il tempo verbale inglese che esprime il concetto  generale di un’azione che si è 
svolta nel passato e non ha più nessun  rapporto con il presente. 

Per poter mettere un verbo al Simple Past devono verificarsi contemporaneamente tre condizioni. 

1. L’azione deve essersi svolta nel passato ed essere finita nel momento in cui si parla. 
 
2. Il tempo in cui l’azione si è svolta deve essere espresso nella frase o nel contesto. 

Ho visto quel film. L’azione di vedere il film è passata e finita, perché in questo momento 
non lo sto più guardando, ma il tempo in cui si è svolta non è espresso: 
non dico quando ho visto il film. Perciò il verbo "vedere" non può 
essere messo al Simple Past in inglese. 
I have seen that movie. 

 
3. Il tempo espresso deve essere passato e finito mentre si parla. 

Ho visto quel film questa 
settimana 

Il tempo è espresso, questa settimana, ma la settimana non è 
ancora finita, perciò non posso usare il Simple Past. 
I have seen that movie this week. 

Ho visto quel film la settimana 
scorsa 

L’azione è passata (1° condizione).  

Il tempo è espresso (2° condizione). 

Il tempo espresso è finito (3° condizione). 

>>> Devo mettere il verbo al Simple Past. 

I saw that movie last week. 

Le espressioni di tempo che collocano l’azione in un momento definito del passato possono essere 
di diverso tipo. 

Posso esprimere il tempo 
mediante 

Esempio 

• Avverbi di tempo.  Yesterday (ieri) 

• Complementi di tempo  Last week (la settimana scorsa)  

During my summer holidays 

(durante le mie vacanze estive) 

Three days ago (tre giorni fa) 
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• Proposizioni temporali  When I was a child (quando ero bambino)  

When I was three years old 

(quando avevo tre anni) 
• Un evento storico  During World War II  

(durante la seconda guerra mondiale) 

Nota 

Si usa il Simple Past anche in assenza di espressione di tempo passato, nei seguenti casi: 

Circostanza Esempio 
• Nelle domande al passato 

con WHEN, perché si 
presuppone nella risposta 
la collocazione dell’azione 
in un momento preciso del 
passato.  

Quando hai visto quel film?  

When did you see that movie? 

• Nelle proposizioni 
temporali introdotte da 
WHEN  

Quando lo conobbi…..  

When I first met him ….. 

• Quando si parla di una 
persona che non vive più.  

Shakespeare scrisse molte opere teatrali.  

Shakespeare wrote many plays. 

Come si costruisce 

Il Simple Past, nella forma affermativa, è un tempo semplice, che è dato dalla seconda voce del 
paradigma ed è uguale per tutte le persone. 

Infinito italiano Paradigma inglese 
Lavorare  

Andare 

work - worked - worked  

go - went - gone 

 

Per i verbi regolari il Simple Past si ottiene aggiungendo -ED alla forma base del verbo, tenendo 
presente quanto segue. 

Regola Forma Base Simple Past 

I verbi regolari aggiungono ed alla 
forma base 

work (lavorare)  

walk (camminare) 

worked  

walked 
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I verbi che terminano per -e 
aggiungono solo la d 

smile (sorridere) smiled 

I verbi che terminano per -y 
preceduta da consonante, cambiano 
la y in i e aggiungono ed. 

cry (piangere) cried 

I verbi che terminano per una sola 
consonante preceduta da una 
vocale accentata raddoppiano la 
consonante finale. 

admit (ammettere)  

stop (fermarsi) 

admitted  

stopped 

I verbi che terminano per -l 
preceduta da una sola vocale 
raddoppiano sempre la l. 

travel (viaggiare) travelled 

Per i verbi irregolari il paradigma è dato dal dizionario, e bisogna 
impararlo a memoria (vedi paradigma dei verbi irregolari).Esempio: 

Infinito italiano Paradigma inglese 

essere be - was - been 

andare go - went - gone 

correre run - ran - run 

avere have - had - had 

TO BE 

I, he, she, it was. 

you, we, they were. 

Examples: I was in London in 1999. 

The interrogative form: 

Was I, he, she, it?  

Were you, we, they?  

Examples: Were you in London last year? 

The negative form: 

I, you, he, she  
was not.  

wasn't. 

You, we, they  were not. 



4 
 

weren't. 

Essendo un tempo semplice, il Simple Past dei verbi non-ausiliari ha bisogno dell’aiuto di un ausiliare 
per fare le forme interrogative e  negative. Si usa l’ausiliare DID, in presenza del quale il verbo dalla  
frase resta invariato nella sua forma base. 

Forma Costruzione Esempio 
Forma 
affermativa 

SOGGETTO + 2° VOCE 
DEL PARADIGMA 

I worked 

you worked 

he / she / it worked 

we worked 

you worked 

they worked 
Forma 
interrogativa 

DID + SOGGETTO + 
FORMA BASE 

Did you work last night?  

(Hai lavorato ieri sera?) 
Forma negativa SOGG. + DID + NOT + 

FORMA BASE 

DID NOT>>>DIDN’T 

I didn’t work last night  

(Non ho lavorato ieri sera) 

Nota: 

Ieri mattina Yesterday morning 

Ieri pomeriggio Yesterday afternoon 

Ieri sera Yesterday evening 

Ieri notte / sera tardi Last night  
 

IRREGULAR VERBS 
GROUP 1 (A,B ;B) 

Infinitive 

 

Simple Past  

 

Past Participle 

bring brought brought 

build built Built 
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burn 

 

burnt/ burned 

 

burnt/burned 

 

buy 

 

bought 

 

Bought 

catch 

 

caught 

 

Caught 

 

Dream 

dreamt/ dreamed 

 

Dreamt/ dreamed 

Fight 

 

fought 

 

Fought 

find found Found 

Forbid forbade Forbidden 

Have had Had 

hear heard Heard 

Keep kept Kept 

learn learnt Learnt 

leave left Left 

lose lost Lost 

make made made 

mean meant meant 

meet met met 

pay paid Paid 

say said said 

sell sold sold 

send sent sent 

show showed shown / showed 

sit sat sat 

spend spent spent 
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teach taught taught 

tell told told 

think thought Thought 

Wake Woke-waked Woken-waked 

Win won won 

  

GROUP 2  (A;B;C) 

Infinitive 

 

Simple Past  

 

Past Participle 

Be was / were been 

bear Bore born / borne 

beat Beat beaten / beat 

become Became become 

begin began begun 

bite bit bitten 

Break broke Broken 

Choose 
chose 

 
Chosen 

do did done 

drink drank drunk 

drive drove driven 

eat ate eaten 

fall fell fallen 

feed fed fed 

feel felt felt 

forget forgot forgotten 

forgive forgave forgiven 

freeze froze frozen 
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get got gotten/ got 

give gave given 

go went gone 

grow grew grown 

know knew known 

read read (sounds like "red")  read (sounds like "red") 

see saw seen 

sing sang sung 

speak spoke spoken 

steal stole stolen 

swim swam swum 

take took taken 

wear wore worn 

write wrote written 

 

GROUP 3 /A,A;A) 

Infinitive Simple Past  Past Participle 

cost cost cost 

cut cut cut 

let let let 

put put put 

set set set 

 

GROUP 4 (A, B, A) 

Infinitive Simple Past  Past Participle 

become became become 

come came come 
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run ran run 

EXERCISES 

Put the verb "to be" into the simple past: 

1. I in Canada last summer holiday.  

2. My sister with me. 

3. We in Montreal.  

4. She very happy.  

5. I happy, too.  

Put the verb "to be" into the simple present or the simple past: 

1. I an engineer.  

2. Last year I a student in Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  

3. I in love with a beautiful girl at that time.We friends  

4. Now, I live in New York and I married to her.  

Put the verbs into the simple past: 

1. Last year I (go) to England on holiday.  

2. It (be) fantastic. 

3. I (vist) lots of interesting places. I (be) with two friends of mine .  

4. In the mornings we (walk) in the streets of London.  

5. In the eveninigs we (go) to pubs.  

6. The weather (be) strangely fine.  

7. It (not / rain) a lot.  

8. But we (see) some beautiful rainbows.  

9. Where (spend / you) your last holiday?  

Write the past forms of the irregular verbs. 

Infinitive Simple Past  

1. meet 
. 

2. drive 
. 

3. speak 
. 

4. put 
. 
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5. write 
. 

6. sing 
. 

7. do 
. 

8. sit 
. 

9. stand 
. 

10. run 
. 

Complete the table in simple past. 

Affirmative Negative Interrogative 

He wrote a book. 
  

 
He did not sing  

 

  
Was she pretty? 

Put the sentences into simple past. 

1. We move to a new house. →  

2. They bring a sandwitch. →  

3. He doesn't do the homework. →  

4. They sell cars. →  

5. Does he visit his friends? →  

Write sentences in simple past. 

1. Janet / miss / the bus →  

2. she / tidy / her room →  

3. Nancy / watch / not / television→  

4. she / read / a book →  

Choose "Was“ or "Were“: 

1. The teacher nice.  

2. The students very clever.  

3. But one student in trouble.  

4. We sorry for him.  

5. He nice though.  
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